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Procedure Description

A 24-year-old male presented with a large left-sided varicocele (Figure 1) and opted for spermatic
vein embolization instead of surgical repair. A Bentson guide wire was introduced and a 4Fr Cobra
guide catheter was placed and contrast was used to demonstrate adequate positioning as well as
multiple distal collateral vessels branching from the spermatic vein. An exchange to a 90cm 5Fr
shuttle introducer was placed over an Amplatz guidewire into the distal spermatic vein and contrast
injection showed a small distal collateral vessel. A 4 x 3mm Tornado embolization coil was placed in
a distal small collateral. A 12mm AMPLATZER Vascular Plug Il (AVP Il) was then placed in the
distal spermatic vein (Figure 2). Contrast demonstrated no distal flow past the AVP Il. A secondary
10mm AVP Il was placed more proximally to a second collateral branch (Figure 3). Again, contrast
injection in the proximal spermatic vein demonstrated no distal flow (Figure 4). Total vessel
occlusion time was 5 minutes. Total procedure time was 30 minutes.
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